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Four ways to love 
your community

Walking around the Carnation neighborhood with 
residents is an eye-opening experience. As developers 
have jumped on the Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) train and completed projects, neighbors point 
out way in which they say the vision of the Reinvent 
PHX TOD Uptown District Plan already has failed. 

Reinvent PHX was established in 2015 with one 
main goal: To create walkable, opportunity-rich com-

munities. Implemented to guide future 
development along mass transit corridors, 
the policy plan came with a new Walkable 
Urban (WU) Code, and the establishment 
of TOD Districts.  

The Uptown District is one of seven 
with adopted policy plans in place — run-
ning from Indian School Road north to 
Missouri Avenue; 7th Street west to 15th 
Avenue — and the district policy plan is 
specific in its vision (www.phoenix.gov/ 
pdd/tod/reinvent-phx).  

But what exactly is walkability? 
According to Reinvent PHX, walkable 
places include streets that encourage walk-
ing, bicycling, public transit use, and slow-

Research suggests that a high percentage of New 
Year’s resolutions barely last beyond January — with 
Americans averaging about 32 days before breaking 
their resolutions. There are ways to make lasting 
changes, the experts say, and part of that process is 
focusing on starting a behavior. Another top predic-
tor of success? Consider a group resolution.  

So, this Valentine’s month, perhaps it is time to 
set aside the failed resolutions and focus on starting 
something positive and joining forces with fellow res-
idents to show some love for your community. Here 
are four ways to do that. 
 
Focus on the greening of things. 

Keep PHX Beautiful, a Keep America Beautiful 
affiliate founded in 1982, provides tools to empower 
communities through education, volunteer opportu-
nities and community events.  

All three of these aspects come together at their two 
community gardens — both of which are in the North 
Central area. Residents can participate in the beautifica-
tion programs, “And we teach you how to do it at home, 
too,” said Terry Gellenbeck, the director of Recycling 
with Keep PHX Beautiful. “You could even garden in an 
apartment or a condo. There are ways of doing it. We can 
show you how to do that, even in our harsh climate.” 

please see FOUR WAYS on page 8

Residents ask: Where is the walkability?

The 15-acre lot on 
the west side of 
Central Avenue 
between Turney 
and Glenrosa 
avenues has the 
opportunity to fulfill 
many aspects of 
the Transit 
Oriented Uptown 
District Policy Plan 
(photo by Kathryn 
M. Miller)
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er traffic speeds; enough people to support daily living 
amenities, such as grocery stores, daycare centers, 
health clinics, and public transit; short block patterns 
and a mix of uses that reduce distances to destinations; 
cool, shaded areas for relaxation and social interaction; 
public places that are free from violent crime.  

Now, nearly 10 years in, is the Uptown plan liv-
ing up to its promise? “Absolutely not,” say residents 
in the Carnation neighborhood and beyond. 
Residents say that the city is deferring too much to 
developers, and that, as the pace of approved multi-
residential developments picks up, options to make 
the vision a reality are quickly disappearing.  

please see WALKABILITY on page 6
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Whether you are buying a new home  
or want to refinance your current home, 

call your neighborhood lender 
Colleen O’Dowd Cutler to get pre-approved.

FHA, VA, Conventional and Reverse Mortgages

602-248-4200 (o) 
623-202-8467 (m) 
1599 E. Orangewood Ave. #200 

MB092214 • NMLS# 1007154 
Colleen Cutler, Vice President, NMLS# 852437

‘Be awake to the world’ 
Local artist inspires at 85 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

North Central artist Nancy Kravetz 
says that beauty and inspiration can be 
found everywhere; you just have to be 
open to seeing it.  

Born in the picturesque seaside 
town of Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
art came into Nancy’s life early and she 
drew inspiration from the natural beau-
ty that surrounded her.  

And as a teen, she was encouraged 
by a teacher to pursue art, and from 
1951–1952, she poured her inspiration 
into oil painting and life drawing class-
es at the Sargent School of Painting. 
She continued her education in Boston 
for the next few years, and in 1957, she 
married her husband, Bob Kravetz.    

The couple came to Arizona for the 
first time in 1961, and few years later, 
came back to Phoenix to stay. They set-
tled in North Central Phoenix, where 
they purchased their first (and only) 
home in 1967. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nancy found inspiration in the 
desert landscapes of her adopted home 
state, along with some excellent teach-
ers. In 1969, she decided to expand her 
artistic horizons and delve into acrylics. 
“At the time, acrylic paint wasn’t that 
popular,” Nancy said, “but I wanted to 
learn how to work with it.” 

She asked the owner of the art sup-
ply store on Central Avenue for a 
teacher recommendation, “and she 
directed me to Dorothy Fratt. It was a 
serendipitous meeting,” Nancy recalled. 
The two-plus years she spent studying 
with Fratt were crucial to Nancy’s artis-
tic journey. Along with acrylics, she 
learned design and color theory, draw-
ing and watercolor. She gained a 
teacher, mentor and friend. 

“She just was the most amazing 
teacher, an inspiration. And it wasn’t 

just painting lessons, it was about art in 
general, and what was going on in the 
art world.” 

During that time, she moved away 
from realistic art, gravitating toward 
more abstract work. 

“I really wanted to try something 
different,” Nancy said, “and I took very 
quickly to an abstract expression of 
what I was either seeing or feeling.” 

As the years went by, Nancy raised 
three boys with Bob and became 
involved in the community, but she 
always found time to learn new tech-
niques and explore the world around 
her through her art, which gave her a 
real feeling of accomplishment. 

“You start out with an idea, espe-
cially with something abstract, and 
then you’re faced with a blank canvas… 
I guess it’s the joy of creating some-
thing. It just gives me a lot of pleasure. 
And it’s calming…it’s frustrating also,” 
she laughed. 

Nancy still works in her studio 
every day producing new work. At 80, 
her work was shown at Shemer Art 
Center, then at Mayo Clinic last year. 
Now at 85, her artwork will be shown 
at The Gallery at Mountain Shadows 
resort beginning in mid-February with 
an opening reception March 1. (Visit 
www.nancykravetz.com.) 

After nearly 70 years as a visual 
artist, Nancy is still trying new tech-
niques and she encourages people of all 
ages to be unafraid to try new things. 

“Just take new experiences!” And 
keep your eye open to finding inspira-
tion in the everyday, Nancy added, even 
in a gorgeously colored piece of dryer 
lint. “Just be awake to the world and 
look for experiences that move you.” 

North Central artist Nancy Kravetz works 
from her home studio and is still finding new 
artistic inspiration at age 85 (photo courtesy 
of the artist).

Nancy Kravetz at age 17 (photo courtesy of 
the artist).


